
CARDIOVASCULAR OR CIRCULATORY SYSTEM

Abbreviations:

ABC

AP apical pulse-only pulse one can hear

BP blood pressure-force exerted by blood on walls of any vessel

CCU coronary care unit

CHF

DNR do not resuscitate

DOA dead on arrival
EKG, 

ECG electrocardiogram-electrical activity of the heart

ICU intensive care unit

IV intravenous-within a vein

MI

P pulse-HR 60-100

R

T, Temp

VS vital signs (TPR and BP)

Prefixes- Definitions Medical Terms Example

angi/o- vessel angiography

angioplasty

anti- against anticoagulant 

antibiotic

arter/io- artery arteriogram

ather/o- fatty plaque, lipid atherosclerosis

brachi- arm brachial

brady- slow bradycardia

cardi/a/o- heart cardiologist 

Coronary artery bypass graft-surgery to bring a new blood supply to heart 

muscle detouring around blocked arteries

airway, breathing, and circulation

Definitions of Terms

XR filming of blood vessels using radiopaque substance

repair of blood vessel

Prevents blood clots, eg. ASA

Rx to fight infections

tracing/record/picture of arteries( p injecting contrast) 

hardening of arteries due to fat/lipids

pertaining to the arm

Slow heart rate, below 60

Dr. who specializes in heart disease

CABG

congestive heart failure-inability of heart to pump adequate blood through 

body to supply organs & tissues; complication of heart diseases, eg. MI

myocardial infarction, heart attack-blockage in coronary artery that cuts 

off blood supply to heart muscle resulting in necrosis in heart muscle

Respiration (normal rate = 12-24) or rectal as in temperature route

temperature- 98.6 F



endocardium

ech/o- sound echocardiogram

electr/o- electrical electrocardiogram

-emia blood anemia

leukemia

-graph

-graphy electrocardiography

-gram tracing, record, cardiogram

hyper- more than normal hypertension, 

hypertrophy

hypo- less than normal hypotension

lymph/o- lymph tissue lymphocyte

-megaly large cardiomegaly

-penia abnormal reduction leukopenia

phleb/o- vein phlebitis 

phlebotomy

sanguin/o- blood sanguineous

scler/o- hardening arteriosclerosis

sep/ti- poison, infection septicemia

splen/o- spleen splenomegaly 

splenectomy

tachy- rapid, fast tachycardia 

tachypnea

thromb/o- clot, thrombus thrombocyte

thrombophlebitis

tri- three tricuspid  valve

ven/a/o- vein venogram 

superior vena cava

Inner lining of heart

Tracing of heart using sound waves

record of the electrical picture activity of the heart

Electrical activity of heart using electrodes

Decrease  in RBC’s or Hgb causing a deficiency of O2 to the 

cells

Excessive uncontrolled increase of immature WBC’s

Instrument used for EKG’s

process of recording the electrical activity of the ht

High Blood pressure - 140/90

Excessive development

instrument for 

recording  

process of recording

electrocardiograph

Abnormally enlarged spleen

Removal of spleen

Low blood pressure eg.shock,bleeding, anemia

cell of lymphatic tissue

Enlargement of the heart

Decrease in WBC, less than 5000/cumm 

Withdrawing blood from vein

Inflammation of vein

Film of veins p injecting dye

Large vein empties into Rt atrium

Fast/Rapid HR - 100

Abnormal increased resp.

Platelets, 150-450,000 cumm

Inflammation of vein w/blood clot

3 flaps of valve on Rt. side ht

Bloody

ASHD, repeat

Infection of blood


